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. Purpose

This AAPD applies only when an award is set aside, reserved, or issued on a
sole-source basis to a Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business
(SDVOSB) concern. The purpose of this AAPD is to provide policy and procedures that
contracting officers (COs) must follow until SAM.gov has been updated to contain all of
the information required in the FAR and this AAPD has been rescinded. Specifically, this
AAPD provides guidance to COs to confirm whether an SDVOSB concern is eligible
under the SDVOSB program in the absence of the necessary information in SAM.gov.

This AAPD is effective as of the issuance date on the cover page and continues in effect
until the date that SAM.gov integration is completed and this AAPD is rescinded and
archived.

Required Actions

While the AAPD is in effect, COs must deviate from the FAR requirement to check
SAM.gov for SDVOSB eligibility. In order to verify this eligibility until SAM.gov is
updated, a CO must verify that an offeror is eligible by confirming the offeror:
e Is designated as certified by SBA in the SBA Veteran Small Business
Certification (VetCert) system at https://veterans.certify.sba.gov/ or the Dynamic
Small Business System (DSBS) at https://dsbs.sba.gov/search/dsp_dsbs.cfm; or
e Has both represented its status as an SDVOSB concern in SAM.gov and has
submitted a complete application for certification on or before December 31,
2023.

SBA will maintain a list of concerns that have submitted an application as indicated
above. To find this list, COs should:
e Go to https://veterans.certify.sba.gov/.
e Select "Support" from the menu bar on the homepage of the website.
e Select the "FAQ" link for online support.
e View the list of FAQ articles or search for "What veteran-owned or service
disabled veteran-owned small businesses have applications pending with
VetCert?"

Background

Historically, the Department of Veterans Affairs served as the verifying authority for
SDVOSB concerns. However, Sec 862 of the National Defense Authorization Act


https://veterans.certify.sba.gov/
https://dsbs.sba.gov/search/dsp_dsbs.cfm
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(NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 transferred this authority to the Small Business
Administration (SBA) as of January 1, 2023 and created a certification requirement for
SDVOSB concerns seeking sole-source and set-aside awards under the SDVOSB
Program across the Federal Government. Section 862 provided a one-year grace
period after the transfer date for SDVOSBs to submit an application for certification to
SBA. During the grace period, SDVOSBs were able to self-represent their status in
SAM.

To implement this section, SBA made changes to the SBA regulations governing status
as an SDVOSB concern to be eligible under the SDVOSB program. An interim FAR
Case (2022-009) shall be published to implement these SBA changes directly in the
FAR. Pursuant to these actions, beginning January 1, 2024, to be eligible for an
SDVOSB set-aside or sole-source award, a concern must (1) be certified by SBA as an
SDVOSB concern; or 2) have both represented that it is an SDVOSB concern and have
submitted a complete application for SDVOSB certification to SBA on or before
December 31, 2023. SDVOSBs that are not certified by SBA and do not have a pending
application for certification with SBA on or before December 31, 2023, will not be
eligible to receive set-aside or sole-source awards under the SDVOSB Program. The
FAR currently requires COs to use SAM.gov to determine if concerns are eligible.
However, SAM.gov was not updated on January 1, 2024 to reflect the required
information.

Point of Contact

Contracting officers may direct their questions about this AAPD to the Ask M/OAA
Policy Google Group.


https://pages.usaid.gov/M/OAA/aa-policy-mailbox
https://pages.usaid.gov/M/OAA/aa-policy-mailbox
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